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Netcare Blaauwberg's level Il trauma status triumph!

Netcare Blaauwberg Hospital's emergency department has been granted official recognition by the Trauma Society of
South Africa (TSSA) as an accredited urban trauma centre. This prestigious designation places it alongside Netcare
Christiaan Barnard Memorial Hospital's level | trauma centre and Netcare Kuilsriver Hospital's level Il trauma centre in the
Western Cape.

Source: Supplied.

“This TSSA accreditation officially certifies Netcare Blaauwberg Hospital as a level Il trauma centre with the necessary
medical expertise and systems aligned with international best practice in trauma medicine to provide 24-hour emergency
care as needed in a populous urban centre,” says Mande Toubkin, general manager emergency, trauma, transplant and
CSI at Netcare.

24-hour services for improved patient outcomes

“This sets Netcare Blaauwberg Hospital up to provide initial definitive trauma care regardless of the severity of injury, with
24-hour medical cover, including the common specialties. Patients who are treated at the right level trauma centre for their
injuries at the right time have improved survival rates and demonstrably better outcomes.

“This is because in TSSA-accredited facilities, systems are in place to ensure prompt assessment, resuscitation and
stabilisation in line with defined treatment protocols for quality care and patient safety,” says Toubkin.
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The TSSA'’s stringent criteria provide assurance that the public and healthcare providers can have confidence in the quality
and consistency of trauma care provided. The assessment offers an objective benchmark, and the accreditation level is
helpful for local emergency medical service providers in identifying the nearest, most appropriate trauma centre for a
patient’s specific emergency needs.

“As a level Il trauma centre, Netcare Blaauwberg Hospital includes the core surgical and emergency disciplines and

critical-care services supported by wider multidisciplinary specialist care, in this case with a particular emphasis on
cardiovascular, maternal, neonatal and paediatric care, among others,” Toubkin says.

Christiaan Barnard Memorial Hospital reaches top trauma centre status

Netcare Blaauwberg's consistent outcomes

“Quality trauma care is built on strong trauma systems, and Netcare Blaauwberg Hospital's recent accreditation strengthens
trauma care throughout the Western Cape as it also supports the only private level 1 trauma centre in the province, that is
Netcare Christiaan Barnard Memorial Hospital.”

To ensure consistency of care, accredited trauma centres must also report on the outcomes of the treatments provided for
injuries on an ongoing basis.

“We congratulate the doctors and staff of the emergency department on this achievement, and thank the Netcare trauma
team for their leadership towards this goal,” says Alan Abrahams, general manager of Netcare Blaauwberg Hospital.

“This recognition as a level Il trauma centre, accredited on 20 June 2023, has great significance for the communities we

serve in that it clearly demonstrates that our commitment to providing the best and safest evidence-based and data-driven
care is bearing fruit that will prove highly beneficial to the communities that we serve in times of need.”
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